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in the Margary case the British Minister demanded,
for the murder of one consular official,, what amounted
to the public humiliation of the entire Mandarinate
in the person of a Viceroy, And even in Peking the
man in the street knew that there was no danger oi
war. Consequently, until the arrival on the scene oi
Li Hung-chang, introducing a style of diplomacy less
exasperating than the crude methods of the Yamen,
the British Minister's position became more and more
difficult and humiliating. For eighteen months he
was compelled to allow his claims for reparation to
remain the subject of perpetually futile discussion.
The only result of his labours was the appointment
of a joint Commission, for the purpose of investi-
gating the murder of Mr. Margary on the spot. To
this Commission the Chinese Government, with
characteristic effrontery, nominated as its represen-
tatives Li Hung-chang's brother (Viceroy at Wu-
chang), Li Han-chang, and Tsen Yii-ying himself.
Investigation of the outrage by such a Commission
could only lead to a protracted discussion of side-
issues ; the Chinese would never have dared to
appoint it, had they not been convinced that the
British Minister's periodical threats of war were not
meant to be taken seriously. Eventually, despairing
of any solution, and hoping to frighten the Yamen,
Wade made up his mind to leave Peking; he went
to Shanghai in order, as he said, to be in direct tele-
graphic communication with London. Confronted
by something that looked like resolute action, the
Chinese Government became alarmed and forthwith
appointed Li Hung-chang as High Commissioner to
settle the question. Li, advised by Mr. Robert Hart,
had hitherto played a silent, but none the less effec-